
 

 
Great Barrier Reef 
The threats are real and immediate, but if we respond now with action not apathy, 
there’s hope. 
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Greatest risks to the Reef: 
 
• Climate change 
 

• Poor water quality from 
land-based run-off 

 

• Impacts from coastal 
development 

 

• Remaining impacts of illegal 
fishing and poaching. 









Great Barrier Reef Summit 2017 
Managing for Resilience  

Objective: 
Develop a blueprint for the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority and its partners in response 
to mass bleaching and cumulative impacts on the 
Great Barrier Reef.  
 
Key themes: 
 protect, defend, restore 
 start small, scale up 
 identify policy enablers 
 use tried-and-tested along with blue-sky. 

 

Strong take away message was:  
 

Together we can secure the future of the Reef we 
have to try harder, do more and act now.  



Great Barrier Reef Blueprint for Resilience 
 

Improving the capacity of corals and coral reefs to 
resist and recover from disturbance 

 
Initiatives: 
1. Identifying and protecting a resilience network 
2. Dramatically enhancing compliance 
3. Ramping up crown-of-thorns starfish control 
4. Protecting key species for Reef recovery 
5. Active localised restoration 
6. Accelerating actions to address climate change 
7. Fostering partnerships for action and innovation 
8. Adapting policies and legislation 
9. Developing decision-support systems 
10. Building awareness and support. 





 

 

Visitation to the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park for the financial year 
ending 30 June 2017 was approx. 
2.34 million visitor days 

 



Certified high standard tourism operations 
take over 1.47 million people to the Reef annually 

Guests Benefit 
World-class experiences 

The Reef Benefits 
Ecologically sustainable 

operations protect the Reef 

Tourism Operators Benefit 
A healthy tourism industry 

relies on a healthy Reef 



The foundations of Reef Stewardship 



Stewardship in action: Eye on the Reef 

Since the program began in 2009: 
• 33,000+ surveys of Reef health 

loaded  
• 15,000+ sightings of protected 

species and significant events loaded 
• 500+ people trained in survey 

methods. 



Promoting recovery and resilience: crown-of-thorns starfish  
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See you on the Reef… 



Dr Russell Reichelt 

Chairman and CEO 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

 

Phone +61 7 4750 0700 

Address 2-68 Flinders St (PO Box 1379) Townsville QLD 4810 


