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Niue…where’s that?? 

• 2400km north east of New 
Zealand 

• 260 sq km 

• 73km in circumference 

• self-governing nation in free 
association with New Zealand  

• residents have dual citizenship 

• Population around 1,600 







Community vision 

In 2025 the island character and 
unspoilt beauty of Niue will remain, 
the benefits of tourism to the 
community will be greater, and 
having connected to the Niuean 
people and their culture and 
immersed themselves in the pristine 
waters teaming with marine life, 
explored the forests, caverns and 
chasms of the island every visitor will 
become an advocate for visiting and 
conserving this special place. 

 

 



What the Ecotourism 
project aims to do 

Increase benefits to Niue from eco-tourism 
through increasing the global profile of Niue as a 
pristine eco-tourism destination, building on 
contribution by Niue to global marine 
conservation and enhanced focus on marine 
conservation values. 

 

Outcome: Increased benefits to Niue from eco-
tourism and effectively managed fisheries and 
marine resources.  

 

Showcasing and Conserving the  
World’s Largest Raised Coral Atoll and it’s EEZ 



Project components 

√  Experience development strategy 

√  Niue   ecotourism development and marketing 
strategy based including identification of priority marine 
eco-tourism opportunities with villages, operators, 
community 

√  Responsible tourism policy 

√  Niue Marine Tourism Quality Assurance Standard 

√  Establish   eco   certification   standards and seek 
certification scheme that best meets standards 

 Commence process of Eco-certification of tourism 
operators 

 Initiate       Sustainable       Destinations 
framework and program 

√  Marketing    training    for operators  
 

 



Niue Premier Sir Toke Talagi:  

This commitment is not a sacrifice, 
it is an investment in the certainty 
and stability of our children’s 
future. We simply cannot be the 
generation of leaders who have 
taken more than they have given 
to this planet and left behind a 
debt that our children cannot pay. 
Climate change, plastic rubbish, 
pollution, overfishing – these are 
all debt collectors we cannot 
outrun. Our ocean needs to heal – 
it’s not rocket science – she just 
needs the space and time to do it.  





• A Call to Action for Government, 
tourism industry, businesses and 
community of Niue 

 

• Working towards being a world 
class sustainable destination 

 



• positive and sustainable returns 
to Niue’s economy  

• protecting Niue’s community 
and environment from potential 
negative impacts of tourism.  

• Guide the industry’s ongoing 
sustainable development 

• support Niue’s contributions to 
National development 
aspirations and ultimately global 
Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 

 

• Environment 

• Community 

• Business and economic 
sustainability 

 



Environment 
 

Identify ways visitor economy (businesses 
and visitors) can participate in  

• Niue’s Waste Action Plan. 

• energy conservation  

• food security initiatives  

• manage water security 

• low waste, non-polluting / contaminating 
products relevant to the tourism industry  

Best-practice minimum impact guidelines 
for tourism developments  

Holistic sustainable development and 
management of our ocean and its resources 
to improve livelihoods of Niuean’s now and 
into the future  

 



Community, business 

• Enhance existing marine based 
tourism activities, while ensuring 
cultural sensitivity and respect 

• Identify opportunities / interest in 
developing cultural experiences with 
local people 

• Identify business development 
opportunities for the industry and 
work with operators to increase yield 
and profitability of businesses 

• Work with the community to ensure 
businesses are socially sustainable 
and benefitting all.  

• Reinvest income from tourism back 
into Niue’s efforts to document and 
maintain cultural values, knowledge 
and practice for the younger 
generation of Niueans and local 
residents 



• One of the actions from the 
Responsible Tourism policy 

• Minimum standards for 
businesses and operators 

• Phased in with incentives for 
highest standard operators 

• Internationally recognised 

• Based on Vanuatu’s base 
standard developed with EA 



Mutual respect… 

what the visitor can expect from 
Niue and what the community and 
businesses can expect from the 
visitor 

 





 

 

 

Together we can all 
make a huge 
difference 


