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chinese [Tourism to Australia

In 2016, 1.2 milhon Chinese visited Australia:, some 1% of
total outbound:-from China:of 122" million.

The most popular other destinations - were-mainly. nearby
Asian countries.

Tihe top 10eutbound tourism countries-swere: I hailana,
South Korea, Japan, Indenesia, Singapore, United States,
Malaysia, Malaives, Vietham and Philippines.

Capacity constraints aside; Why sueh a levw evel ol interest
INTAUSHAlIa?

VW hyare Cninese tOUNSISTRERVISITING OUNICeNICdan dscapes
|ocated in regional.feantinentatlandscape’ areasiahAusifaia?



Aust-rali-aos - TTourit-sm M:e

U o/T-h-ere;0:.s " Not:hi:-ngs: Lokuer:iAsuns tAuasltir
consumer marketing campaign, highlighting:some of the-very
pest attractions-& experiences Oz tourism has-to-offer.

LI Designed to be long-lasting and flexible; the campaign is
evolving to stay relevant for target-consumers:.

Lt The campaign currently has three key areas ofi iocus: youin;
aguatic &-coastalj-and: feod: andswine-.

- However, TIiE now claims that: nature-vased toursm Is an
[Mporiant contiibeltork10 thie,eCONOMIES-0f regtonal/Atstralia

U Naturaliasseis are aften the-primany diversior visitations  \ioja
[egion anad are'the catalyst {or jobs and €conomic growth.



Nature Based Tourism Strategy 2025

U Ecotourism Australia & others have been working
with key industry stakeholders-to prepare - A'u:s:t-r-a |
Nature Based: lourism Strategy 2025& Action Plan.

L There is cunrently 'ne coellaborative, nation ;-wide
Strategy tomaximise.andrealise the-potentiakfor
pature-nvased ieursm.

Lo Howeverin June 20147 the- 'l ourisim & - ransport
FOtU (RER) FEleaseda paper urging governiments io
recacucian dustraba s Nesionsl Lanczicapes: o = )\ =l



Ecotourism and Geotourism Concepts

U Ecotourism is ecologically sustainable-tourism
with a primary focus on experiencing natural
areas that fosters environmental and cultural
understanding, appreciation and conservation.

U But ecotourism per se is too narrowly defined and is
Increasingly seen as aniche market, particularly
from a chinese perspective.

U However,geotourism Is tourism which focuses on an
area's geolegy & landseape as the basis for providing
visitor engagement, learning and enjoyment.



Repositii.oning -our -~0Natwur e

The Chinese market is not attuned to-marketing
which promotes ecotourism, geotourism, nature -
based tourism, and even terms such as national
landscapes.

Chinese tourists justwantto vi si t 1 coni c
Ar-eras o Calivdtake phot 0S .

Geotourism Is simply a process that drives visitation
toiconic 0 Sceni ¢ Ar easao.



Geotourism

comprises the following features of natural & cultural  heritage:

1. piotic: © non-living: aspects such as the climate & geology
e. 0. landscape and landforms: GEODIVERSITY

2. I0tic- O the' living: parts: eg. fauna (amimals) and flora
(plants) : BIODIVERSITY

3. ultural ‘o past & present, nen-living: & Built

IHONSHC 1N SEORE, GeaiursSm IS the key anVers oy Geoparks,
Geotrallstand even\\/orla FHertage Areas



@) UNITED NATIONS

Founded in 1945 - 193 member states

\World Heritage Areas

Man andthe-Biosphere

United Nations *
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNESCO:Global (GEOparks

Global
Geoparks




The- - Geopark o0Pr ol@2088m0

The concept of global geoparks not supported by government
planning and tourism agencies; the concept: did not fit well
INto the-prevailing -public/land management arrangements;
underpinned by a two tier federation.

Conecept not embraced or;understood by the-geological
ProIESSIONS 0 NG conStituency SUPPOI:

GovernmentGeological Surveys were not Supportiveof
geopark adevelopment and geotourism generally, with
CONCEM aneURIMpPAaCIHon ;access iolands forexplotationand
MINiNg:

Kanawinka UNESC O GlobatGecpamitndrawn througmlack
OIR0GVEMMENESUPPOI@NG apDIoValss



UNESCO:Programsarter Dowling, 2016)

Program Sites Countries
World Heritage 1052 165
Man and the
Biosphere 669 120

UNESCO'Global
GEQPAIKS 127 35




Australasaos (GidbmibgCo@) S I

Program Sites
World Heritage 22
Man and the Biosphere 14

UNESCOcGlopal*Geoparks 0,



Austral l'a0s 16  Na&atScoemna lc LAar
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Aust-ral iraos: Natil:onal

Partnership-between tourism and,conservation that-aims to:

i

u
u
u
U

Promote world class, high quality visitor experiences
Increase the value of tourism, to-regional economies
Enhance the role of protected areas in those economies
Build support for protecting our natural and cultural assets
Engagelocal communities

A lons) G2iern st g oraesien

fgiciffecentiaie -ust-aua’s
iconicinaturall ands culttirads! |

destinations fromanything-etse-
availablean the -world/

L 3




Key Factors
Geopark Development In Australia - 2017

Pre-Aspiring Geopark development needs to be state/local
government agency initiated: and supported.

A high level'of icommunity (Including other-land :-USer)
engagementis essential to meet UNESCQ requirements.

The key driver of geopark development must be focused on
regionalidevelopment:oi.e. jobsSiand grewih and demenstraie
econoemic benelitta.olfisetperceivea.politicakrisk

The approvaloiiGovemmentGeological'Sun/eys forinaividuai
projectsis an absoelute-necessity.

AustralianiGevemmentapprovalior UNESCOnomination may
Welllbe achieVved [ sSiate/terriony governiment endorsemeint
apeundingasiclearny estabiShed: ;




Australiafs Bré-Aspiring UNESS QG (Slodlal
Geopark Development Efforts iim 2017




Geological Society Assumes:Role:of Vetting §
UNESCO Global Geopark Proposals

In May 2017, the Governing Council of the Geological Society.
oft Australia decided ta-assign the Geotourism Standing
Committee the role-of,: assessing the international geological
merit:of the current (and any future) pre --aspiing UNESCO
glebal geepark proposals, based on the advice provided by
the appointed geoscience/mining-neritage reference groups.

Ifwas alse decidedithat thatiany,'assessments areto e
endersed by the Goeverning Coungcll before they are-made
KRGWR PURIICHY.



Status of Pre-Aspiring UNESCO Global Geoparks

i Pre-Aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark proposals are
those undergoing assessment to obtain community. &
government support PRIOR1o-any-application

i Etherndge S«c.esn i--c- -Ar-ea: -L:S-.a-,0odef
new NQO I subject:to. any assessinent Process.

i \Warrumbtngle Pre-Aspiiing UNESCO GlobalkGeopark
IS currently subject to discussions-with the State
GoVernment asiothe scope and size ofiithe project;
theapplication;Is-not bemg lodged this yearandis
o)f) plO/LD)



Et-her rdge cobDefract o0 Geopar Kk

Comprising the entire Shire of
Etheridge, and including areas

oloutstanding volcanic-and | “,
mining:heritage- - seme 40,000 A g

S¢ Km inrarea.

Embracing L billion y/earsiof
geolegicalnistory.

Q@950 peapliesmainlycatie
farmers:
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Etheridge Scenic AreacA ' Defract 00

Geositesdln abundance, with Undara as a global icon.

Geo villages @ Four small townships, all with.community:
engaged geosites (Including agate, sapphire and gold fields);
key established ecotourism resorts of Undara & Cobbold
Gorge.

Geotralls 0 The Savannah Way ((Lava:tubes, Gems and:Gorges
Trail) with,cennections-to nearby, miningheritage locations:

NationaliParks e Undara \oleanie Park & Six otherparkiareas.

ermEstialiviineral/Eessil MusetmoMostsigniticanEmineral
MUSEUmiIn Qlet

Manyherdtage mining siteés: & small'goeld mining.operatons

UGN O I1=S 0,0l le=sT vt e r=u.\dig:-e-055,- st at us

adiversified mineralised: areas:
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lava tupbeés



Undara Lava Tubes
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Assessment Proces® Etheridge Project

Appointment of Steering Committee and: Geoscience
& Mineral Heritage Reference Group.

Consultation with all key stakeholders (e-g.
INdigenous ecommunities, national parks, tourism
[esorts, and the: Savannah Guides.

Consultation with key State-Government agencies.

Community,consultation romformation; bulletins,
puklicmeetingsinvoiving- Shire Councillors:

Aelatively short &2 monthperod aliowediornine
assessinentand-applicatiofeopIeon Process:



| - L
Savannah Guides Workshop, Forsayth, April 2017: Presenter Russell Bos



Community Raised Issuesd Etheridge Project

National Parks, indigenous groups, the Savannah Guides, and
residents of townships are very supportive-, because they.
understand the economic benefits-of tourism.

IHowever, agricultural, small scale-mining groups-& gemstone
fOSSICKErS not supporiive with a vigorous program
Implemented te-dissuade Council from;finalising the
application kecause a Global Geopark upsets the status quao!

ISSUES raised Wwere essentially fears of UNESCO control, more
environmental regulation,and:increased: leveis-of tounsm;

The lakels oif UNESCO cGEDRARK: &COlOUNSEIC Talsed a
[@nge el concerns andiears:



Basis of Landowner Resistance to the then Pre-
Aspiring Etheridge Global Geopark

1. The proposed UNESCO affiliation promoted a fear of
further regulation and restrictions curbing current and future
activities-and potentially leading to-a Waorld Heritage-Listing.

2. 1he large area ofithe-application across-the whole Shire
whichincludea large-land: tracts which were considered
unlikely to:-be-of interest-fortoursm:

SAIT=hes ol S=e = 10 F =Bl ndavnidh was mierpreted-ovp a r K ¢
many teImply some-form; of eXISting ar petential

environmental protection (@igned toan iexpandecnational

PAarKS RNEIWOTK):



Basi s of -Gul f--.Cat t:l-emanao
Pre-Aspiring Etheridge Global Geopark

i Donot  trwust  the Counci | regard

i Donot trust:. the cState .cand Fede
Introduce further regulation as a consequence-of achieving
Geopark status.

i Dono-t wa:nt (t:o-ex:pose themsel ve
0 getting lost
0 driving.onto their property
0 bringing:\weeds Into the-area etc:

Notes Graziers appear uninterested in small tewnship
Gevelopmentiecause they souree supplies and Serviees
directiy'fram large fegionak centres.



An Alternative Strategy for the - Etheridge
ocDef.act-o Geopar Ko

i Council has now approved the development of an
alternative-major geotourism initiative which
captures the aspirations of & pre--existing:tourism
Strategy, providing: additional naturai and:cultunad
REertage.content.

i Ihreugh ecoellaboration with 0ther.locak-government
aleas, the.establishimentof sStien g-geotatl INnkages
With )geotoUrisin atiracians [autside [ohthe, SHife:

i ENgagqing graziersSin gestourism pilot projects:



Etheridge Scenic Aread The Rationale for
A roDefract. oo Geopal

Councd-li--recogni ses: t-hhat' ‘a 0geo
accountofi 0:g-e-o0 ¢, e gd-0n-ali o -c:har-acteri s
and mining heritage and embraced principles that could

Serve to pre-gualify the-area for a-UNESCQ application at

SOMme future time-; in other words-meeting the designated

e gl ree mentiscoi.-ja odefactoo ge

By bhiaclSiimsganawad e-n«e Sis; = ozt he | m
geolegical heritage in history' & saciety, today, CouncH
pelievesithatthis T project must provide-locat CoMmmUunities

With &senseeiiprideim et fegion and sttengmenitnelr

[dentiiication Withithe area-



Sustainability & Community Engagement
Et-her rdgecobefact o

Emulating a program being undertaken in the-United

Kingdom, it'is proposed thata 0. g-€ o v-1 -I.:lca:ge0 app
adopted for the-Shire of Etheridge-; thus enabling individual
townships to take unique ownership of any activity.e.g.

community operated museum which has a natural or cultural
neritage characteristic:

Twe of the-small tewnships-have strong asseciations with
agates and gems, and another has strong mining ineaustny,
nedtage. I he-main tawnships,Georgetown; alieady\has-the
ferrEstaliCentremineial @nds IasSHl musetm WWhaichrmight
penelitdiameven a:nighet ievekok community involvement
and therrecently established: Peace Monumenthas already
macde isimarks



UNESCO Global Geopark and Sustainability

ocEven i f --an -ar ea: h-Emousngedogidala n d |
heritage of outstanding-universal value- It:cannotbe a

UNESCO: Globalk Geopark unless the area also-has a'plan-for

iR eSSt adinahdoenaevel,;opme:-nt: of

o' Uinsi-elsisiaeiar o UINESEC O EHG = el R ald Geopar
people it not stucceed: . UNESCO:tGlobalkGeopark status

dees notimply restrictions-anany ecenomic-activity-nsice [a
UNESCO'GlobarGeoparkwhere that activity complies wWith

Na i g e -0 U=Siph=lEho i akisthErleighisenda s an

Source: UNESCO Global Geopark Brochure



Take-Aways- Sustainable Community Engagement

i More focus needs to be applied to communicating
t-he-co0georaitamrzl. . 0of- geopar
a:-pplir;cationceof . «t-he UNESCO

SWOor do.

i More work IS needed to overcome. perceivediears
apoutthe detinmentat impact-of gecparks < en ether
existingland users sueh as miners and farmers.

i Geopark prepesalsmusthe suppered by (Geovlogical
SUIVEYV COIMNIMUNIUES:

i Mereimemustbe allowed: ftogain community
engagemenvsupporite.ensure-geopark
sustainanility:



Take-Awayso Future Issues for Tourism Development

i

It cannot be assumed that outside of national parks
that:nature-based tourism:is- welcomed:by graziers.

National parks are not:generally supported: by
Councilsfor;a range of reasons which include-loss of
rateable land & the-cost of providing access
SErVices.

Manye-ait= i =hiresme-n:=<e g uias, e, 0sec ot 0
SnAanmereien Gortrols f=ol o cased ‘groeniss’. 1 o

Based on the success-of-several ramiies in FarNQ,
there s arealsationthati *eceiourism & geoiourisim
VenRturesicanradeliveraaaition et [ iarmm revenue!



Take-Awayso Tourism from the China Region

To attract a higher Il evel of 0
must consider marketing.the conceptof Aust r al | aos
0Scenic AreasoO0 with geotourism

Much developmental work is needed in regional Australia to
meetrChinese toursm expectations-and neeas:

The Australian tourism industry  needs ta-understand:that
tournists frem, NorthAsia are-now accustomed tasa-digital
plationimwhichis-currentlyiunavanable i Australa

Researcning product cevelepment optionsiorthe- 18-25 age,
SeiFaaventure/mature tocusect: overseasimeatketisegments
mightsbe well Worth pursting.






