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Australia sea lion 
Seal Bay ~800 
IUCN List: Endangered  
EPBC Act: Vulnerable (proposal to up 
list to Endangered) 
Endemic 
17% WA 83% SA 
 

Main Beach 

 
 
 
 
 





1950’s Interactive Touring style 1936 Pakard 



In 1964, the South Australian 
Government protected the 
Australian sea lion’s under the 
Fauna Conservation Act  





In 1971, the marine 
environment was considered 
and an Aquatic reserve was 
established under the 
Fisheries Act, which extends 
1km out to sea. 
 
In 1972 with the advent of 
the National Parks and 
Wildlife act, the area was re-
dedicated as Seal Bay 
Conservation Park. 



1974- 25 000 visitors 
1987- 50 000 visitors 
2017- 115 000 visitors 







Establishing 
tourism guidelines 
for viewing the 
Australian sea lion 
Neophoca cinerea 
at Seal Bay 
Conservation Park, 
South Australia 
 
Lovaz, Croft & Banks 2008 

 
Distance of 6m  
Reactions by 30% individuals 
 
Distance of 10m  
Reactions by 6.5% individuals 



TRAINING & LOCAL 
AREA POLICIES 
-Consistent practices 
 
Protocols when 
entering the Australian 
sea lion population at 
Seal Bay Conservation 
Park 
-10m minimum 
approach 
 
-ASLs have right of way 



Group control & positioning 





Disturbance 
-Mild vs Extreme 
 
-Curiosity vs 
Wariness 



Dealing with approaches-incuding 
aggressive behaviour- by Australian 
sea lions 
 
-Responses vary with age & sex of 
animal 
 
-Positive habituation 
 
-Aggressive behaviour rare 
 



Relationships 
with Commercial 
Tour Operators 
(CTOs) 
 
-40% of visitation 
 
-Accredited 
guides 
 
 



Non-English 
Speakers 
 
-Handouts  
 
-Audio guides 
 
 



Marine Pollution 

 

-Collected Seal Bay 
main beach & 
Bales  Bay. 

 

-Work with KICE 

 

 



Recycled  

Upcycled 



Total population in SA ~9,652 
Rate of decline 4.4% per breeding season 
Rate of decline for Seal Bay colony 1-2%  



Pup Cove 
Mate guard – Dunes West, winter 2016 breeding season 



 
 







OTHER RESEARCH 
 
Multimodal 
Communication in 
Australian sea lions. 
 
Kaja Wierucka, PhD Student 
Macquarie University & Institute 
of Neurosciences Paris Saclay 
 
 
 
 

Continued research 
into hookworm, 
toxoplasmosis and 
causes of pup 
mortality. 
 
Dr Rachel Gray 
University of Sydney  



GPS TAGGING 
 

-Location 
-Depth 

-Temperature 
-Salinity 

-Light 
 
 

THOR 
 
 







Twilight Tours 



Winter Touring 



Pathway & Boardwalk 



Thank you 


